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      Dreaming of Summer

…And so we reached the middle of the year where some things end and others begin.
School is over, summer is here and we all hope it’s a promising one. Those warm rays imbue a 

hopeful mood into our days.
As cases seem to be dropping and vaccinations carried on, the entire world appears hopeful and 
positively progressing. People seem to have adapted to this “new” normal of never leaving home 
without your mask and making sure the right distance is respected, gatherings are avoided if not 

meticulously monitored, activities are carried out within all required precautions…
People have and are adapting!

We all hope there might be light at the end of the tunnel and its finally shining down on us.
The highlight of June, besides those beautiful summer nights, is the celebration of Father’s Day on 

June 21st. This month is about honouring fatherhood which was first celebrated in 1910, thanks 
to Sonora Smart Dodd from Washington who wanted to praise and honour her dad for raising her 
on his own. Sonora thought there should be a special day to recognize dads as well as moms and 
was successful in submitting her idea to churches and government officials who supported her idea.
If you would also like to know, June is named after the Roman goddess, Juno, the goddess of 

marriage and wife of Jupiter. The names of the months are very old and they come from ancient 
Rome. In the very beginning of the Roman calendar (more than 2000 years ago), there were only 

10 months in the year. The Romans based this version on the ancient Greek calendar.
In this issue, we will explore villages and museums both in Lebanon and Greece. We will also take 
you on a tour of our teaching center for you to have a better idea and other subjects to share with you.

Till then, stay safe and enjoy reading!
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The Diaspora Village

This beautiful venue is located in Batroun adja-
cent to the Lady of the Square Church (“Saydet Al 
Saha”) and is characterized by rustic yellow stones 
and garnished with vivid flowers and greenery. 
The DV combines activities of a museum and its li-
brary, a guest house, an indoor multipurpose hall, 
an outdoor square for special events, a café, a gift 
shop, a bakery, a studio and several houses for 
Diaspora of Lebanese origin around the world.
Each diaspora can gather in their respective Hous-
es such as the American-Lebanese house, the Mex-

ican-Lebanese house or the Russian-Lebanese 
house and so on to hold cultural or artistic activi-
ties, events, lectures, seminars or share experienc-
es but mostly to keep the link between each oth-
er, their homeland and their country of residency. 
In the core of all the diaspora houses lies a charming 
café which displays on the walls documents and vid-
eos related to the diaspora activities in their respec-
tive countries. This is the ideal place to meet and 
greet over a warm coffee or delicious meal.

The Diaspora Village (DV) aims to connect the Lebanese 
Diaspora with the Lebanese Nationals in a cultural and 
touristic context; to be a point of reference. 
 

This project is initiated by the Lebanese Diaspora Energy 
in order to create a hub for the Lebanese Diaspora in 
their homeland to build and support a cohesive and 
dynamic community.
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Where Does Masticha come from

Who doesn’t know what masticha is? But do you know what it takes to extract it? 
Chios is the world’s only commercial producer of mastic.  There is even an entire museum dedicated 
to mastic, the Chios Mastic Museum, located in Southern Chios, in the region of the Mastichochoria, a 
group of medieval villages in Southern Chios. This is the only site in the Mediterranean where the 
mastic tree, or Pistacia lentiscus var. Chia, is cultivated; called by its generic name of skínos in 
Greek, this is an endemic variety of pistacia plant from which mastíha (gum mastic) is produced.
The museum is all about the mastic, its history in production, the Union of Mastic Gum producers 
and its many uses in everyday life. It aims to showcase the production history of the mastic tree’s 
cultivation and the processing of its resin, which it integrates into the cultural landscape of Chios. In 
2015, resin was recognised as a natural medicine.

The climate in Chios is temperate and temperature rarely falls below zero in winter whereas it almost 
never climbs above 40° C during summer. Evidently the absence of extreme weather conditions in 
combination with the appropriate soil constitution make up the conditions conducive to the cultivation of 
mastic trees. The uniqueness of the mastic trees growing in Chios is hard to explain. There are other 
parts both in mainland Greece that share the same climatic features required for the development 
of the mastic trees. Nevertheless, all attempts to cultivate them have failed dramatically. There have 
been efforts to plant them in Attica and in several Aegean islands. Some promising results were 
initially delivered but at the end the attempt proved abortive. However, the uniqueness of the mastic 
tree is narrowed down to an even more subtle detail. Its cultivation is successful exclusively at the 
southern part of Chios. There is an invisible line which literally cuts the island in two and connects 
from east to west the villages of Lithi, Ayios Georgios Sikousis, Vaviloi, Neochori and Thimiana; any 
attempt to expand the cultivation of mastic trees beyond this invisible line has fallen through. Mother 
Nature bequeathed the twenty four so called Mastic Villages with this unrivalled gift.

Mastíha has been harvested since the time of ancient Greece. For millennia, mastiha has been the 
fame, economic force, and source of identity for Chios and its inhabitants. Herodotus mentioned it 
back in the fifth century B.C., the Romans chewed it to clean their teeth and freshen their breath, and 
the Ottomans exalted it as a spice. Today, it has a worldwide presence as it holds various benefits. It 
is mainly used to relieve abdominal discomfort, pain, and inflammation. Mastic gum’s positive effect 
on digestion may be due to the antioxidants and anti-inflammatory compounds it contains.

How is it though extracted from the tree? Let’s find out with the help of Stefanos straight from Chios!
Few tips if you travel to Chios: visit from August to September to witness the tree carving process, 
or between October and March to see mastic being cleaned. Snack on a package of mastic tears to 
continue the island’s millennia-old tradition of chewing mastiha au naturel.

- The Chios Mastic Museum by Stefanos Addimando
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it in order to filter it.
Then, we collect the mastic and sieve in 

Then, eventually, the drops will dry,
become solid and fall to the ground. A 

few months after the previous steps, the 
harvesting begins. (The scratching of the 
tree begins around the end of June & the 

harvesting is in September all the way to winter). 
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Learning Greek

We’ve all heard the expression “it’s all Greek to me!” Learning Greek is no easy task due to the 
complexity and richness of the language, nevertheless it is feasible to those who commit and show up 
in class!
We have been offering Greek classes for a panoply of ongoing years here at the premises of the 
Greek Community of Beirut, after the destruction of the Greek School due to the devastating war of 
1976. Originally, the Greek School was founded in 1922 with the first consular in Bab Idriss.
The Greek Language Department (TEG) of Beirut operates under the auspices of the Greek Community 
of Beirut, offering courses to adults and children starting from the age of eight.
Registrations are accepted from the beginning of July each year until the end of September.
The academic year starts yearly in the first week of October and ends on May 31st. Our program offers 
2 lessons per week for each class. We are currently offering 3 levels: A1, A2 and B1. Two additional 
levels are offered for kids A1a Kids and A1b Kids. 
An additional online class for the beginners of Level 1 (A1) has been added this year due to the high 
demand of students wishing to enroll and the limited capacity to have students in the classroom amid 
the conditions imposed by the pandemic.
Level 1 (A1) is split in 2 years. At the end of the 2nd year, the students who have completed the curriculum 
of the A1 can present the official exams for the Certification of Attainment in Greek. The exams are 
sent sealed from the Greek Ministry of Education and if the student succeeds he/she can obtain the 
Certification of Attainment in Greek, Level A1.
Official exams are held only by the certified examination centers in Greece and abroad, which is the 
case of our Greek Language Department since 2017, becoming fully entitled to conduct the official 
exams for the Certification of Attainment in Greek. The students who pass the exams receive their 
official certificates from Greece in October.

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO GREEK CITIZENS

Kindly contact our Center by phone or email 
informing us about any change of address, 
phone number or social status helping us to 
keep our data list updated.
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 The World’s First University 

Plato’s Academy is the first ‘university’ of the Western world where the foundations of Western science 
and philosophy were laid two-and-a-half millennia ago. Thanks to Plato, we associate the word ‘academy’ 
with education. The word actually originates from the owner of the land on which his school was located—
the mythical hero Academus.
The Academy, founded by the philosopher Plato in the early 4th century BCE, in 428/427 BC, was 
perhaps one of the earliest higher learning institutions and was located a couple of miles outside the 
ancient city named Akademeia, after the legendary hero, Akademos to whom the garden where the 
gatherings took place was dedicated to. Its main function was to teach Plato’s philosophical understanding, 
but it also challenged its scholars to develop a new understanding of our universe. This makes it one 
of the first known institutions that dedicated itself to fundamental discovery about our universe. The 
Platonic Academy was not an educational institution as we know it in modern times, but because it had 
the characteristics of a school and covered a wide variety of topics such as philosophy, astronomy, math-
ematics, politics, physics and more, it is considered to be the first university in the entire world. 
Plato founded the Academy sometime between 390-380 BCE in Athens. Fundamentally, the school 
served as a place where Plato’s philosophies would be taught. The Academy was initially located in an 
area that was a grove or garden of olive trees that included statues and nearby buildings. The garden 
which Plato decided to use for his discussions had also been used previously by many Athenian groups, 
both civil and religious.

The Academy’s idea was to have an institution where dedicated 
scholars would meet, discuss, and lecture about the nature 
of the universe. Plato believed that knowledge was not 
attained by only contemplation but through discussion,  
teaching, and research.
Plato initially gave many of the lectures and seminars, 
where he would also field questions from his select audi-
ence of scholars. The subjects focused upon were mathematics, 
natural science, astronomy, dialectics, philosophy, and  
politics. Plato was joined by other well-known philosophers 
at the academy, including Aristotle before he founded his own 
Academy after he had a falling out with Plato’s philosophies. While 
initially the academy functioned as a school that taught 
Plato’s philosophies about the natural world, this changed 
by the mid-3rd century BCE.
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The teaching methods used by Plato, including both lectures and seminars, focused on his instructions, in 
addition to dialogue between teachers and students. According to an unverifiable story that has become a 
legend throughout the centuries and into modern times, the Academy had the phrase «Μηδείς αγεωμέτρητος 
εισίτω μοι τη θύρα» inscribed above its entrance, a phrase which means “Let none but geometers enter 
through this door.”
The Academy was free. During Plato’s leadership of the Academy, its members did not pay any fees, and 
following his death, the Academy continued its operation for nearly 200 years.
In around 266 BCE, Arcesilaus became the Scholarch or head of the Academy. He was the founder of 
Academic Skepticism or what is called New Academy- the phase of the Platonic Academy in which it  
embraced philosophical scepticism. Arcesilsaus taught that skepticism should be measured with degrees of 
probability.
The Skepticism philosophy continued to have a strong influence on the Platonic school until 90 BCE, when 
Antiochus of Ascalon began to lead the school. By this point, the Stoic influences began to influence the 
school more.
Antiochus’ main belief was that the mind can distinguish truth from falsehood. He believed the grounds 
for knowledge, morals, and understanding need to be examined and seeking truth was critical, and the  
essence of our being. In many respects, Antiochus believed he was reviving the Old Academy established by  
Plato’s initial ideas. Antiochus’ thoughts become influential and he became one of Cicero’s chief teachers and  
influences.
In 86 BCE however, the school was destroyed in a fire that likely occurred during Athens’ siege. The  
Academy proved impossible to reconstruct. By 400-410 CE a new movement to re-establish the Academy 
was put forward by the Neoplatonists by reviving Plato’s original ideas nevertheless they were influenced by 
a wide variety of ideas.
Although the Academy itself went through different philosophical leanings, the concept of gathering scholars 
to debate, teach, and learn became a profound influence on Western ideas of creating institutions of higher 
learning and knowledge.

Mosaic from Pompeii- 1st c. BC- 
depicting Plato’s Academy

Archaeological site of Plato’s Academy
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   In the News

On June 17, Dior hosted its spectacular cruise 2022 show at the home of the modern Olympics, the 
Panathenaic Stadium in Athens.
Inspired by the setting and by ancient Greek mythology more generally, the collection was filled with 
beautiful draped goddess gowns (traditionally named ‘peplos’), which were given a modern sporty 
spin, paired with chunky Nike trainers, which also channelled the athletic nature of the Olympics.
A-list film stars and other prominent personalities were among the 500 or so guests attending the 
event. 
“The idea to show inside the stadium was my obsession, because I think it speaks about the  
relationship that the clothes have with the body – a body that is a performing body,” Dior creative 
director Maria Grazia Chiuri was quoted by Women’s Wear Daily of saying in reference to the venue, 
which hosted the first modern Olympic Games in 1896.

Courtesy of Dior
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    Oldies But Goldies

Photographs can trigger memories and allow us to briefly relive the bitter sweet moments captured 
and marked forever as part of us. Going through old photographs can be such a healing 
process.

We’d love you to share with us your stories along with the most heartwarming historic photos 
you might have stored in those old albums.

  1935   1953

Greek School of Beirut

Memorial picture1953 Kindergarten
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        2021, the bicentennial of the Greek revolution

As part of the commemoration of the bicentenary of the Greek revolution of 1821, we dedicate a 
new section. Each month we will present a story and a famous person who actively contributed to 
creating the actual Greece

For over 2000 years, Chios merchants and ship-owners had been prominent in trade and  
diplomacy throughout the Black Sea, the Aegan and the Mediterranean. The Ottoman Empire allowed 
Chios almost complete control over its own affairs as Chian trade and the very expensive and sought- 
after mastic plant, harvested only on Chios, were of great value to it.
The cosmopolitan Chians were also very prominent in Constantinople, causing the island’s ruling  
classes to be reluctant to join the Greek revolt, fearing the loss of their security and prosperity. Furthermore, 
they were aware that they were situated far too close to the Turkish heartland in Anatolia to be safe. 
Chios is only 6.7 kilometres (4.2 mi) from the Anatolian mainland.
During the War for Independence in 1822 Chios had little incentive to rebel. Things were pretty good on 
the island. But a group of rebels from Samos led by Lykourgos Logothetis landed on Chios and with the 
help of a small number of locals led by Antonis Bournias, besieged the Turkish garrison at the castle.
In March rebels executed the plan to occupy Chios and attacked the Turks who retreated to the citadel. 
The Turks sent reinforcements to Chios on March 22. On March 31, orders were given to burn down 
the town, and over the next four months, another estimated 40,000 Turkish troops arrived on the island. 
Tens of thousands of survivors dispersed throughout Europe and became part of what became known 
as the Chian Diaspora.
As an act of revenge, 3 months later, on June 6th, 1822, Konstantinos Kanaris, a native of Chios who 
had survived the massacre, finally retaliated. He set ablaze a Turkish fleet which had landed in the port 
of Chios, killing 2000 Turks and destroying all the ships in the port
The events on Chios provoked a sense of outrage throughout Europe and a feeling of solidarity with the 
Greeks striving for freedom This was particularly achieved through the famous Delacroix’ painting which 
was presented in Parisian art galleries in 1824.
Victor Hugo wrote a poem about the massacre as well, while voluntary organizations collected money to 
support the Greek Revolution with arms and weapons, and many Westerners came to Greece to fight 
against the Ottomans.
The intellectual Philhellenism movement, which originated in the late 18th century  and who’s aim was 
to  advocate for Greek independence from the Ottoman Empire,  took on tremendous political relevance 
in the wake of the reporting of the massacre.
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Le Massacre de Chios par Eugene  
Delacroix

Victor Hugo’s Poem on the Chios Massacre
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        Everything you need to know about the consulate:

All requests should be addressed by email in order to obtain an appointment.
Visa Applications: For visa applications please visit our website 
www.mfa.gr/missionabroad/en/lebanon-en.
Additionally, due to the lockdown and the restrictions, Greece is not issuing visas at the moment. Excep-
tions can be made to specific cases and only by appointment.
Passport renewal or issuance: You will get an appointment by receiving an email. 
Required documents are: 2 photo passport size (4x6), a Greek identity card or a birth certificate (that can 
be provided by us if you send us in advance any old Greek birth or family certificate).
For additional info kindly visit http://www.passport.gov.gr/en/ 
Legalization of documents: The Consular Office can legalize any Lebanese official document that has been 
stamped by the Lebanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It is advised to ask for an appointment by email.
Power of Attorney: The Consular Office can exceptionally provide a power of attorney to Lebanese citizens 
that have already made an investment in Greece and want to apply for a residence permit.
Marriage, birth, death registration: Required documents: The Lebanese certificates of marriage, birth or 
death stamped by the Lebanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and translated in Greek (translations in English or 
French are accepted as well).
Any old Greek birth or family certificate to be sent in advance by email.
The Consular Office is currently upgrading the embassy’s website in order to make it more friendly user 
and to provide all necessary information and downloadable documents.

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO GREEK CITIZENS

This section has been specially created by 
the Greek Community of Beirut with the kind 
collaboration of the consulate of Greece in  
order to better serve Greek citizens who wish 
to have information on all administrative  
formalities before presenting their requests.

Consular Office can be reached by email at 
grcon.bei@mfa.gr

http://www.mfa.gr/missionabroad/en/lebanon-en.
http://www.passport.gov.gr/en/
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   Let’s Cook....

KASSEROPITA
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   And play!
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