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 Did You Know: Behold the Holy Light
The miracle of the Holy Light, “Aγιον Φῶς”, is an undisputable miracle venerated all over the world with the Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. It occurs every year at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem on Great Saturday, the day before 
Orthodox Pascha.

It is said that the tradition dates back to at least 328 AD, as mentioned by historian Eusebius, and is celebrated by Orthodox 
Christians from various countries. (Source: Wikipedia)

After the procession on Holy Friday, the representatives of the various Churches’ authorities and the civilian authorities 
verify all lights are turned off, a new lantern is inserted in the Sepulchre which is to be sealed without lighting it, then the 
room is closed with beeswax and stamped with the personal steal of the present priests.

On the second day, the Holy Saturday, after the Divine Liturgy, the  
Patriarch of the Greek Orthodox Church of Jerusalem, currently H.E. Theoph-
ilos III, who has been initially and thoroughly checked at the main gate of the 
Church of Resurrection, enters the chapel in front of the Tomb/stone wearing a 
white tunic and holding 2 big candles each made of 33 thin candles. A procession 
with prayers is repeated 3 times around the Sepulchre before they break the 
seal and open the door. The Patriarch goes in, he kneels and prays.

At some point, a blue light, the Holy Light, is emitted from Jesus’ tomb from 
which many of the remaining candles in the Church are miraculously lit. The 
Holy Fire held by the Patriarch is then used to light the candles of all the clergy and 
the pilgrims present, wishing everyone a Blessed Pascha in rejoicing.

Representatives of the various Churches are the first to obtain the Holy Light, 
then it is distributed to all pilgrims.

Special flights are organized to transport the Holy Light to several countries, 
Greece for starters and other countries with Orthodox churches such as Lebanon, 
Cyprus, Syria, Egypt, Romania, North Macedonia, Serbia, Ukraine and Russia. 
The Holy Light is received by church and state leaders.

In Lebanon, the light is received through the Archdiocese of Jordan. The  
representatives of both countries meet at the Amman airport, they exchange 
prayers and Reverend Father Nectarios has the holy duty of transporting the 
Holy Light to Lebanon where other priests await at the airport to share this 
beautiful miracle all around the country.

Και του χρόνου! Καλή Ανάστασή!
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IMPORTANT NOTICE TO GREEK CITIZENS

Kindly contact our Center by phone or email informing 
us about any change of address, phone number or 
social status helping us to keep our data list updated.

 Did You Know: Classic Cars Compete in Spetses Spring Rally

Not only did Spring blossom in various shapes and colors, but it also brought a beautiful whirlwind of old 
vintage classic cars competing in the Spring Rally FILPA, translated as “Friends of Old Cars”. It took place 
on the 7-9 April this year.

The first Spring Rally FILPA took place on the 5-6th of April in 2014. It consisted of cars aged between 35-85 
years old and has become a yearly event since. 

Vintage beauties and remarkable classics from the most prestigious industry names gather at the Poseidonion 
Hotel, the starting point and which has been proudly hosting the car-free island rally for many years.

Because promoting the necessity of conservation, maintenance and usage of antique cars -which necessitates 
continuous efforts from the FILPA, is as important as safeguarding traditions.

FILPA’s main aim joins FIVA’s (Fédération Internationale des Véhicules Anciens) effort to encourage young 
enthusiasts to discover historic vehicles. 

According to Dr. Mario Theissen, Senior Vice President of FIVA “Engaging the interest of the younger generation 
is crucial to the future of the historic vehicle movement and vital part of FIVA’s long-term strategy”.

In 2016, FIVA celebrated its 50th anniversary with the FIVA World Motoring Heritage Year program under 
UNESCO’s patronage.

Participating vehicles for the Spring Rally must adhere to specific regulations. If you care therefore to participate, 
make sure you browse their website and subscribe in due time:

https://www.philpa.gr/en

https://www.philpa.gr/en 
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The 17th International Marathon taking place in Thessaloniki is held 
in homage to the legendary Alexander the Great.

On April 30th, around 14,800 runners took over the streets of
Thessaloniki. 

The race started from Pella, in front of the statue of Alexander the Great 
on horseback, crossing various streets to end after 42 km on Nikis  

Avenue in Thessaloniki. 

Pella is the ancient capital of Macedonia, also the birthplace of 
Alexander the Great and Thessaloniki is the modern capital of the

Macedonia region. 

This run, therefore, bridges fun, sports, culture, and history. 
It started in 2006 and has been going on since annually.

 In the News: Alexander the Great Marathon
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 Let’s explore: Rotunda in Thessaloniki

Rotunda by definition is a round building or room, especially one with a dome.

The famous Rotunda of Thessaloniki is one of the most important Roman monuments in Thessaloniki. It was 
built by Galerius the Roman emperor in 306 AD and is the oldest of Thessaloniki’s churches as well as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1998. It stands just next to the Arch of Galerius in the city center and is 
also known as the Church of Agios Giorgios. 

It has an impressive structure of almost 30 meters high, an inner diameter of 25 meters and walls of 6,30 meters 
thick which helped beautiful Rotunda withstand the various earthquakes throughout the past centuries.
It is said that, during the Roman rule, Rotunda was supposedly used as a place of worship of Zeus. Then, 
in 400, it was transformed into a Christian temple. In 1590, during the reign of the Ottoman Empire, it was 
turned into a mosque by Suleiman Hortagi Efendi and by its side a minaret was built, withstanding till this day.
Rotunda became a church again, under the name of Saint George, when Thessaloniki was liberated from 
Turks in 1912.

The earthquake of 1978 caused severe damages and took almost 40 years of reconstruction. It opened again 
to the public in 2017 and nowadays it serves as a museum where once a month a church-service is held.
In terms of architecture, Rotunda is considered the twin of the Roman Parthenon due to the similar 
Greek-style both monuments portray. It has a rich history having served three different cultures, the pagan, 
the Islamic, and the Christian; and is decorated with magnificent mosaics worthy of being seen.
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  Everything you need to know about the consulate:

All requests should be addressed by email in order to obtain an appointment.

Visa Applications: For visa applications please visit our website  
www.mfa.gr/missionabroad/en/lebanon-en

All permanent residents in Lebanon can apply for their touristic visa at VFS offices  
https://visa.vfsglobal.com/lbn/en/grc/

Passport renewal or issuance: You will get an appointment by receiving an email.  
Required documents are: 2 photo passport size (4x6), a Greek identity card or a birth certificate 
(that can be provided by the Embassy if you send in advance any old Greek birth or family certificate).

For additional info kindly visit http://www.passport.gov.gr/en/

Legalization of documents: The Consular Office can legalize any Lebanese official document that has been 
stamped by the Lebanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs. You can visit the Consulate any week day between 
09:30 and 13:30.

Power of Attorney: The Consular Office can exceptionally provide a power of attorney to Lebanese citizens that 
have already made an investment in Greece and want to apply for a residence permit.

Marriage, birth, death registration: Required documents: The Lebanese certificates of marriage, birth or 
death stamped by the Lebanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and translated in Greek (translations in English 
or French are accepted as well).

Any old Greek birth or family certificate to be sent in advance by email.

The Consular Office is currently upgrading the embassy’s website in order to make it more friendly user and to 
provide all necessary information and downloadable documents.

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO GREEK CITIZENS

This section has been specially created by the 
Greek Community of Beirut with the kind collabo-
ration of the consulate of Greece in  
order to better serve Greek citizens who wish to 
have information on all administrative  
formalities before presenting their requests.

Consular Office can be reached by email at grcon.
bei@mfa.gr

http://www.mfa.gr/missionabroad/en/lebanon-en 
https://visa.vfsglobal.com/lbn/en/grc/ . 
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 Embassy Section
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 Let’s Cook by Giorgos Tsoulis
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 Dessert as well…
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 Let’s meet Giorgos Tsoulis

George Tsoulis has taken over many successful cuisines of Greek  
restaurants and has shared his culinary skills through popular TV shows 
in Greece and Cyprus. With his unique temperament and directness in 
communication, Chef George Tsoulis has won the love of the public that 
follows him faithfully and trusts his recipes that are updated daily at 
giorgostsoulis.com and social media @giorgos_tsoulis, while every 
Friday at four at noon shares with us a new cooking video #MiMassa 
through the YouTube channel of @GiorgosTsoulis .

Recently, two new cooking hotspots were inaugurated in the city  
bearing the signature of the Chef, the COOK by GiorgosTsoulis located in 
Melissia and is an ode to Greek Mediterranean cuisine, while its second 
gastronomic hangout is located by the Naval Seaside Gastrobar for fine 
dining and top brunch right next to the water!

The European Committee for the Environment, Oceans and Fisheries 
has chosen George Tsoulis to represent Greece in the “Taste the Ocean” 
campaign where great European Chefs urge us to consume sustainable 
fish and seafood.

Following the Taste the Ocean campaign, the European Union again partnered with him to invite the Chef to 
speak at the Opening of the EU Green Week 2021, the largest annual European environmental policy event 
to focus on the EU’s ambition for zero pollution. 

Last year, the organization Ambassadors of Taste for the Global Gastronomy® and Greek Taste Beyond  
Borders honored George Tsoulis with the Chef of the Year and World Ambassador of Greek Gastronomy 
awards, as well as with a gold medal Quality & Taste from estiatoria.gr 

Currently, the Chef produces daily, together with his team, new delicious recipes for his site and digital media 
at the cooking studio #tsoulomageiremata in Melissia, while also preparing his first cookbook.

©Giorgos Tsoulis        www.giorgostsoulis.com

 Chef George Tsoulis
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 And play!
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  Joining Hands with Balamand University

On April 18th, the Greek Community of Beirut represented by its President Mr. Panayotis Andriotis and the 
University of Balamand represented by its President Dr. Elias Warrak signed an Academic Cooperation Protocol.

The aim of this Protocol is to provide students holding the Greek nationality discounts on their academic tuition 
fees. It also creates an opportunity for both entities to organize and collaborate on various cultural, sporting and 
educational activities.

The event took place at the main campus of the University in the presence of H.E. the Ambassador of Greece to 
Lebanon, Ms. Catherine Fountoulaki, and was followed by a convivial lunch.
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The Greek Community of Beirut in cooperation with the Ministry of Education of Greece and its official entity with 
the Greek Language Centre, will be operating as an examination center pertaining to the Greek Language 
Certification Exams at the Greek Community premises. 

Examinations dates for the Certificate of Attainment for the year 2023 in Greece and abroad as follows: 

Levels Dates Examination 
       Price 

                 A1 
(for children 8-12   

years old) 

Elementary 
Knowledge 

 
 

Tuesday 23 May 2023 (morning)  
 
 
 
 

90 euro 

A1 
(for adolescents and 

adults) 

Tuesday 23 May 2023 (morning) 
 

A2 Basic Knowledge Tuesday 23 May 2023 (noon) 

B1 Average 
Knowledge 

Thursday 25 May 2023 (morning) 

B2 Good Knowledge Wednesday 24 May 2023 (morning)  
 

100 euro C1 Very Good 
Knowledge 

Wednesday 24 May 2023 (afternoon) 

C2 Fluency Thursday 25 May 2023 (afternoon) 

 

*Oral examinations are held immediately after the written examinations. 

Registrations will start as of 1st of February till 20th of March 2023. 
Applications can be either submitted electronically to 

http://www.greek-language.gr/certification/application/index.html 
Or on the spot at the Greek Community premises 

For further clarifications, you may contact the Greek Language Courses Administrator, Mrs. Stephanie Kowalski 
during the office hours from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday to Friday, on the following contact details: 

Address: Greek Community of Beirut Dekwaneh - Parallel Towers 232 Block A – 3rd Floor 

Tel: +961 1 493467/8 and on Mob: +961 81 410 848 

E-mail: stephanie@greekcommunity.org.lb 

Website: http://www.greekcommunityofbeirut.com/ 
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© Katerina Katopis- St. Georges, Spetses


