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Nothing but Love….and Pride!
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 In the News:  Meet Athens’ New Mayor 

On January 1st, 2024, Haris Doukas, the newly appointed mayor of Athens assumed office. He had announced his  
candidacy for Athens mayor in August 2023 and won the 2nd round of elections held in October, garnering 41.35% in the polls.

Outgoing Athens mayor, Kostas Bakoyannis attended the ceremony and congratulated his successor.

43 years old, Haris Doukas is a mechanical engineer and Professor of energy policy and management at the School 
of Electrical and Computer Engineering of the National Technical University of Athens. He has more than 150 scientific 
publications in international scientific journals and has received an award for his contribution as an expert at the World 
Renewable Energy Congress.

His priority is to ensure that all his actions contribute to a cleaner city environmentally.

“We believe in social participation, in citizen intervention as a necessary condition for the changes the city needs. 
So in this environment, today, I want to tell you that nothing is impossible,” he noted, promising a “green, clean, safe 
and creative Athens for everyone.” 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO GREEK CITIZENS

Kindly contact our Center by phone or email informing us 
about any change of address, phone number or social 
status helping us to keep our data list updated.
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 In the News: One Note Man Shortlisted for the Oscars

“The One Note Man” is a British short comedy-drama film of 22 minutes which was written, produced and directed 
in 2023 by George Siougas. Without a word of dialogue, it tells the dull routine of a lonely bassoonist, starring 
Jason Watkins,  which sums up to riding his bicycle to the opera house where all he gets to do is play one note on 
his bassoon in an orchestra everyday.

Until one day, he breaks his routine and his life changes forever. This heartwarming short-film was described as 
“quite possibly the most enchanting Christmas fable […] witnessed in years” by Benjamin Franz from Film Threat, 
the online film review publication. It is also qualified to be considered for the 2024 BAFTA.
A small heads up on the film’s writer/director.

He moved to the UK to study at the London Film School. He produced 5 short films that competed in more than fifty 
festivals worldwide and won 5 Grand Prix and 4 Best Director Awards. In 2002 he was headhunted to direct “Close 
Your Eyes” a drama series for Mega TV in Greece. The series was a huge hit in the history of Greek TV which made 
him win 5 awards at the 2003 Hellenic TV Awards, including Best Director. From this pint George’s career took off 
and he directed across all platforms for 10 years.

In 2012 he completed his debut feature “Burning Heads” (aka “To Gala”) that not only was nominated for 11 awards 
by the Hellenic Film Academy but also won Best Actor & Best Actress awards at Alexandria Film Festival as well as 
Best Actor & Best Film in the London Greek Film Festival.

In the same year, with the collapse of Greece’s economy, George moved along with his family to Cyprus but in 2015 
they relocated to UK where he directs for UK broadcasters.
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 In the News: Another Award Goes to…

Yorghos Lanthimos is a name you’ll want to remember! He’s the Greek director that made himself a name amongst 
the leaders of cinema.

His latest comedy/fantasy “Poor Things” featuring Emma Stone, Mark Ruffalo, Margaret Qualley, William Dafoe, etc. 
was nominated in eleven categories and won two awards: Best Motion Picture & Best Actress.

Back in 2019, he was nominated Best Director & Best Picture for “The Favourite” and in 2017, Lanthimos got another 
nomination for “Lobster”.

Did you know though that the first Greek to be nominated was back in 1935, for the choreography of “Top Hat” along 
with Fred Astaire & Ginger Rogers, it was Ermis Panagiotopoulos.
While receiving his award, Lanthimos paid tribute to his biggest admirer, Bruce Springsteen, present in the audience: 
“I just want to speak to Bruce Springsteen. We have the same birthday. He’s been my hero since I grew up.”

https://www.tiktok.com/@greekreporter/video/7324442578978442502

His life in a glimpse: he was born in Pangrati on September 23rd, 1973. Followed his father’s footsteps into playing 
basketball for Pangrati BC. Attended Moraitis school then studied business administration. Dropped out however and 
studied instead film and television at the Hellenic Cinema & Television School Stavrakos in Athens. He is a part of 
a postmodern film movement known as the “Greek Weird Wave” and most of his films are influenced by his Greek 
heritage. Both The Lobster (Colin Farell & Rachel Weisz) & The Killing of a Sacred Deer (Colin Farell, Nicole Kidman) 
competed for the Palme d’Or.

https://www.tiktok.com/@greekreporter/video/7324442578978442502 
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“Lanthimos’ films arent for everyone. They’re dead pan and clinically detached. At times they feel like dispatches 
from a distant alien planet”, quoted Chris Nashawatay of Entertainment Weekly.

Off cameras, he is married to Ariane Labed since 2013, Greek-French actress whom he met while acting and 
producing Attenberg in 2010.

In 2004, he was a member of the creative team that designed both the opening and the closure ceremonies of the 
2004 Summer Olympics.
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Athens most historic theatre has been forced to stop its screenings, after more 
than a century in business.

Friday, December 28, Ideal cinema closed its doors with a final screening of 
“Pulp Fiction” by Quentin Tarantino at 9:00 pm. The theatre was fully booked 
ahead of schedule.

Not only was Ideal one of the most historic and magnificent theatre, it was 
the first one to bring the Dolby Stereo sound to Greece. It was also an impres-
sive four storey building of 7.115 sq.m., designed by Ernst Ziller, a German 
architect and one of the most prominent representatives of Greek neoclassical  
architecture, and was located on central Panepistimiou Street, in the  
Schliemann-Mela Mansion.

The mansion comprised a ground floor, a mezzanine, and four storeys above 
which a building was added later on, and in its patio was housed the historical 
movie theatre of 829 sq.m.

Heinrich Schlieman was the German archaeologist that unearthed the legendary 
city of Troy. He was born on January 6, 1822, and his love for Ancient Greece 
and Troy in particular, was passed on to him by his father who used to recite 
him stories when he was young.

The hotel chain Mitsis acquired the old mansion and plan to convert it to 
a luxury hotel with a 36 million euro renovation. The cinema will get its  
remake as well and be turned into a theatre and conference center.  
It will be assigned to an international company in the field of entertainment.

 Did You Know: It’s Been a Nice Ride for 102 Years!

Heinrich Schliemann (1822-90) and his wife
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On Thursday March 14th at 19:00, the exhibition “Our Flags, Brilliant Cloths, Historical Signs” by the visual artist Mairili 
Harami was inaugurated at the City of Athens Arts Centre in Ambelokipi. This is an event organized by the Greek 
Music Workshop of the Municipality of Athens, through the Culture, Sports and Youth Organization of the Municipality 
of Athens (OPANDA) in view of the National Day.

The exhibition will run till April 7, with a free entrance. It displays around 50 historic flags, and the artist tried to  
reproduce the flags using linen fabrics, natural dyes and ancient techniques.

Γαλανόλευκη, Galanólefki, aka the national flag of Greece, popularly referred to as the "turquoise and white one" has 
a 200-year history; it was initially conceived during the Greek War of Independence declared against the Ottoman 
Empire on 1821.

It has seen many versions throughout historical events before this final version was adopted as the National flag of 
Greece. The exhibition of these historic flags pays homage to all brave patriotic Greeks, to their struggles, sacrifices,  
contribution and drive to free their homeland. 

The Law 851/1978 “Regarding the National Flag, the War Flags and the Emblem of the President of the Republic” 
determines the flag’s colours, design and ratio (2:3), and also the places and times where a flag or ensign must  
(or can) be flown, the type of pole used, when it should be flown half-mast, the contexts in which the use of the flag 
is forbidden etc. (#greeknewsagenda)

 In the News: Greek Flags Exhibiting 

Greek flag day is celebrated on 27 October, on the eve of Ohi Day (“No” Day). 
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 Event: Celebrating the International Greek Language Day
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2MsqLqSX_4I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2MsqLqSX_4I
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On the occasion of the National Day of Greece occurring on Monday 25th  of 
March 2024, a gathering was organized at the Greek Community’s premises 

on the 23rd, in the presence of the Ambassador of Greece to Lebanon, 
Mrs. Despina Koukoulopoulou, the Ambassador of Cyprus to Lebanon, 

Mrs. Maria Hadjitheodosiou, as well as colleagues, close members, and students 
who organized a short video that took us back in time and gave us an insight 

into the crucial roles the heroes of the War of Independence of 1821 played to 
free their beloved country.

Our students’ presentation has been uploaded to our YouTube channel.  
Click here to watch.

The Greek War of Independence was a revolution led by fearless Greeks 
combatting the rule of the Ottoman Porte. The slogan “Liberty or Death” was 
the winning drive those  freedom fighters needed; it was their elixir to either 

regain their freedom or die in dignity!

Today, 203 years later, those words still resonate even stronger than ever.

  Event: Celebrating the National Day of Greece

https://youtu.be/SkG5BW-DWE8
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This was also the theme of the drawing competition that was formerly launched in February. The winners of the  
competition were announced during the event.

It was also an opportunity during which two former board members were honored for their contribution during their  
tenure at the Greek Community Mr. Maurice Hanemoglou and Mr. Petros Hadjigeorgiou.

A cocktail followed amidst a jovial ambiance.
Χρόνια Πολλά.
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On Monday 25th of March, the Evangelism and Doxology Ceremony was held by His Eminence Metropolitan Elias 
Audi of Beirut and Dependencies at the Annunciation Church, in the presence of the Ambassador of Greece to  
Lebanon, Mrs. Despina Koukoulopoulou, and the Ambassador of Cyprus to Lebanon Mrs. Maria Hadjitheodosiou.
Following the religious ceremony, a Te Deum was celebrated among all present members.
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  Everything you need to know about the consulate:

All requests should be addressed by email in order to obtain an appointment.

Visa Applications: For visa applications please visit our website  
www.mfa.gr/missionabroad/en/lebanon-en

All permanent residents in Lebanon can apply for their touristic visa at VFS offices  
https://visa.vfsglobal.com/lbn/en/grc/

Passport renewal or issuance: You will get an appointment by receiving an email.  
Required documents are: 2 photo passport size (4x6), a Greek identity card or a birth certificate 
(that can be provided by the Embassy if you send in advance any old Greek birth or family certificate).

For additional info kindly visit http://www.passport.gov.gr/en/

Legalization of documents: The Consular Office can legalize any Lebanese official document that has been 
stamped by the Lebanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs. You can visit the Consulate any week day between 
09:30 and 13:30.

Power of Attorney: The Consular Office can exceptionally provide a power of attorney to Lebanese citizens that 
have already made an investment in Greece and want to apply for a residence permit.

Marriage, birth, death registration: Required documents: The Lebanese certificates of marriage, birth or 
death stamped by the Lebanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and translated in Greek (translations in English 
or French are accepted as well).

Any old Greek birth or family certificate to be sent in advance by email.

The Consular Office is currently upgrading the embassy’s website in order to make it more friendly user and to 
provide all necessary information and downloadable documents.

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO GREEK CITIZENS

This section has been specially created by the 
Greek Community of Beirut with the kind 
collaboration of the consulate of Greece in  
order to better serve Greek citizens who wish to 
have information on all administrative  
formalities before presenting their requests.

Consular Office can be reached by email at 
grcon.bei@mfa.gr

http://www.mfa.gr/missionabroad/en/lebanon-en 
https://visa.vfsglobal.com/lbn/en/grc/ . 
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 Embassy Section: Latest Exhibitions
The Office for Economic and Commercial Affairs affiliated with the Embassy of Greece in Lebanon promoted the 
below trade exhibitions for January, February and March.

 From March 2nd to March 4th, 2024, the largest Greek Wine Exhibition, Oenorama 2024 took take place in Athens, 
at Zappeion Megaron with the Lebanese participation. Following coordination between the Office and the peer 
wine associations and national institutes of Greece and Lebanon last year, five top Lebanese wineries  
participated to the above international trade show, which hosted more than 250 exhibitors, 2.300 wines and 
10.000 professional visitors, during the 3-day exhibition. 

It was the first institutional lebanese participation to take place in a similar event after a long time, a fact highly 
appreciated by Greece and the institutional bodies of vine and wine.

Articles on Lebanese wines and Oenorama Exhibition 

 https://www.oenorama.com/en/exhibition/oenorama

https://www.gastronomos.gr/oinos-pota/giati-axizei-na-gnorisete-
ta-krasia-toy-livanoy/255420

https://www.gastronomos.gr/apopseis/oinoposia-al-fresco/56925/ 
Κοιλάδα Μπεκάα: 10 εντυπωσιακά κρασιά από τον Λίβανο | 
Ειδήσεις για την Οικονομία | newmoney
https://agora.mfa.gr/ta-grafeia-oikonomikon-emporikon-upothe-
seon/grafeia-ana-xora/infofile/87176

 https://www.oenorama.com/en/exhibition/oenorama
https://www.gastronomos.gr/oinos-pota/giati-axizei-na-gnorisete-ta-krasia-toy-livanoy/255420
https://www.gastronomos.gr/oinos-pota/giati-axizei-na-gnorisete-ta-krasia-toy-livanoy/255420
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 Embassy Section: European Elections

https://greekcommunityofbeirut.com/european-elections-
eu-citizens-living-abroad-how-to-vote-june-6-9-2024/

https://greekcommunityofbeirut.com/european-elections-eu-citizens-living-abroad-how-to-vote-june-6-9-2024/
https://greekcommunityofbeirut.com/european-elections-eu-citizens-living-abroad-how-to-vote-june-6-9-2024/
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 Let’s Cook by Giorgos Tsoulis
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 Dessert as well…
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 Let’s meet Giorgos Tsoulis

George Tsoulis has taken over many successful cuisines of Greek  
restaurants and has shared his culinary skills through popular TV shows 
in Greece and Cyprus. With his unique temperament and directness in 
communication, Chef George Tsoulis has won the love of the public that 
follows him faithfully and trusts his recipes that are updated daily at 
giorgostsoulis.com and social media @giorgos_tsoulis, while every 
Friday at four at noon shares with us a new cooking video #MiMassa 
through the YouTube channel of @GiorgosTsoulis .

Recently, two new cooking hotspots were inaugurated in the city  
bearing the signature of the Chef, the COOK by GiorgosTsoulis located in 
Melissia and is an ode to Greek Mediterranean cuisine, while its second 
gastronomic hangout is located by the Naval Seaside Gastrobar for fine 
dining and top brunch right next to the water!

The European Committee for the Environment, Oceans and Fisheries 
has chosen George Tsoulis to represent Greece in the “Taste the Ocean” 
campaign where great European Chefs urge us to consume sustainable 
fish and seafood.

Following the Taste the Ocean campaign, the European Union again partnered with him to invite the Chef to 
speak at the Opening of the EU Green Week 2021, the largest annual European environmental policy event 
to focus on the EU’s ambition for zero pollution. 

Last year, the organization Ambassadors of Taste for the Global Gastronomy® and Greek Taste Beyond  
Borders honored George Tsoulis with the Chef of the Year and World Ambassador of Greek Gastronomy 
awards, as well as with a gold medal Quality & Taste from estiatoria.gr 

Currently, the Chef produces daily, together with his team, new delicious recipes for his site and digital media 
at the cooking studio #tsoulomageiremata in Melissia, while also preparing his first cookbook.

©Giorgos Tsoulis        www.giorgostsoulis.com

 Chef George Tsoulis
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 And play!
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 Let’s Pause For…
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© Stephy Eid- Eleftherios Venizelos Airport, Greece

 …  Somewhere only we know


